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On Oct. 19, the House joined the Senate in calling for a non-military transitional government in
Panama before the end of 1987. The House resolution, passed by a unanimous voice vote, differed
from the Senate version passed in late September in that it made no mention of actions against
Panama's sugar export quota to the United States. The House resolution calls for cutting off all
economic and military aid to Panama, including shipments of military equipment and spare parts.
US aid to Panama has been suspended since July as a result of violent demonstrations in Panama
June 30 that resulted in damage to US Embassy property. In a statement made available to the press,
Rep. Mel Levine (D-Calif.), who introduced the resolution, attacked Panamanian Defense Forces
commander Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega for corruption and involvement in political killings.
Levine said, "It is time for the Panama Defense Forces to get out of politics." Levine added, "We
should support the Panamanian people in the same way we supported the creation of democracy in
the Phillipines by sending a strong, unambiguous signal to Noriega that the United States cannot
and will not support the continued repression of democratic movements." The House resolution
is non-binding, and does not have the force of law. An aide to Levine said the congressman was
drafting legislation to take Panama's sugar quota away, and that when it is introduced, "it will have
the votes" to pass. In an Oct. 20 statement on the House action, the State Department said that
while it "shares the concerns of the House over democratic reform in Panama, we disagree with the
strategy of a mandatory assistance cutoff."
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